


































































































































Editorial 

Mayor Richard Olson 

Downtown 
Among all the things which the City of Des Moines, 

as a whole, needs for its continued growth and pros­
perity, none is so great as maintaining a growing 
and rejuvenated "downtown" area. The "downtown" 
area is the life blood not only of the central city, 
but also of the suburban areas which surround it. 

Although there are many which could be cited, 
a couple of facts illustrate the importance and need 
of having a strong "downtown". One is, the "down­
town" is by far the largest employment center of the 
city and metropolitan area with over 40,000 persons 
coming to work daily in this area. Another is, it 
has the largest concentration of financial and busi­
ness services and general and professional offices. 
Another is the amount of private and public invest­
ment in this area, private being estimated at about 
250 million dollars, and public about Ya of this, or 
65 million dollars. Construction of two new office 
buildings is adding about 48 million dollars. 

Because of the key importance of "downtown" 
Des Moines, it is absolutely vital that new growth 
and re-building both public and private, be guided 
by an overall plan. In my opinion, as Mayor, this 
is a must. 

Such an overall plan must also be developed and 
worked on in as close a joint effort as can be put 
together between private enterprise and the public 
bodies involved. I cannot emphasize too strongly 
the need for an overall plan based on joint planning 
and joint implementation. Based on the initial plan­
ning to date, the following are some of the major 
reasons why the City must give high priority to re­
developing the "downtown", and why private enter­
prise must become committed and directly involved. 

1. The current population and employment pro­
jections prepared by Real Estate Research 
Corporation indicate a moderate growth rate 
for the City. The success of the downtown 
businesses will be dependent upon a joint ef­
fort to attract as much of this growth as possi­
ble to the "downtown" area. 

2. The economic study indicated that this area 
does not yet have a major civic and cultural 
center such as those of Kansas City and Minn­
eapolis. With the increased leisure time the 
City needs to vigorously pursue the role of 
becoming an effective cultural center for the 
state. The "downtown" area should be the 
focal point of all major cultural facilities. 

3. To provide a maximum return of the tax dollars 
spent in the area of utilities, circulation sys­
tems, etc., it necessitates a unity in public and 
private development. This inter-relationship 
of private uses provides a basis for public in­
vestment which will reinforce and stimulate 
additional private investment. 

4. The growing problems of traffic congestion 
and parking need to be supplemented by a 
new transit system that can function as an 
integral part of the downtown area. 

Lastly, in my opinion, it is important to keep in 
mind that the "concept" prepared by the City Plan­
ning Department which has been discussed over 
the past few months is not a plan, but was merely 
to start the ideas flowing. What we need now is to 
have all ideas brough forth and to have Greater 
Des Moines, Inc., plus other groups, plus technical 
persons help mold the best ideas into an accepted 
overall plan which can guide and direct the future 
development of "downtown" Des Moines. 
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RE: CSA GRANT (601-41-F-76-02) 

ZAVALA COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

CORPORATION WITHOUT A-95 REVIEW 
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FURTHER TO MY TELEGRAM OF AUGUST 17, LETTER OF SEPTEMBER 1, 

25 AND SUBSEQUENT CORRESPONDENCE FROM JAMES LYNN OF OMB AND JAMES 
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1 RESPONSE FOR FREEZING AND RECOVERING OF FUNDS PENDING A-95 REVIEW 
, WAS NOT FORTHCOMING. CONSEQUENTLY, TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER 

1a HAS BEEN OBTAINED IN FEDERAL COURT BY THE STATE OF TEXAS, WITH 
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED ON 11 HEARING ON INJUNCTION TO FOLLOW. n 

1s OCTOBER 8 FROM LOUIS RAMIREZ, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, CSA FAILS TO 
:: FOLLOW REQUIRED ~ROCEDURES OF OMB CIRCULAR A-95 AND OFFERS NO 
" MEANINGFUL SOLUTION TO YOUR ADMINISTRATION'S VIOLATION OF 
: FEDERAL LAWS. 
" AS STATED TO MR. CANNON OF YOUR OFFICE IN MY LETTER OF 
: OCTOBER 7, TEXAS DESIRES SPEEDY RESOLUTION OF PROBLEM CREATED 
n BY FAILURE OF CSA TO FOLLOW FEDERAL LAW, REGULATIONS AND 
D 
u GUIDELINES IN THIS MATTER. HOWEVER, NEXT ACTION BY TEXAS MUST 
H AWAIT OUTCOME OF LITIGATION REFERENCED ABOVE UNLESS YOU ORDER 
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7 TO THE ABOVE REFERENCED ILLEGAL GRANT AND RESTORATION OF 
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